Religious and Spiritual Diversity Survey - Religious Education - Jr. Youth Group Project

Greetings! Below is a survey on your spiritual and religious views that will help determine the current spiritual
makeup of our congregation. Thank you for taking the time to fill it out! It benefits the development of our
worship services as well as the spiritual development of our youth. But most of all, it is a great tool for
understanding our own ongoing faith formation as adults. Our worship services are meant to be a direct
reflection of who we are today, and what we believe as a congregation today. Your participation counts! The
questions below are meant to help spur your thoughts as you think about your own faith. Be sure to include any
additional ideas you may have. You can write as much as you want in the margins or in the space at the end of
the survey. We want to know you. Please fill out after the service and return to one of the junior youth from RE.
Take the time you need. Feel free to bring it back next week or send the completed survey to the church office.

1. What category best describes your religious belief? Check all that apply.

O Humanism: Human nature is the basis of all religion.

O God is Nature: Instead of God seen as an outside being, all things are God.

O Agnosticism: I simply don’t know the truth about God, but believe there might be “something” like a
higher power which exists.

O Ethical/Dharmic Christianity: Jesus and the Bible are my basic teachings for living.

O Mysticism: Humans have a deep connection to the cosmos and to each other.

O Atheism: No belief in a God.

O Paganism: Based on earth-centered religions.

O Christianity: Jesus is a unique revelation of God.

O Buddhism: Nothing is permanent. Enlightenment occurs through practice.

O Your ideas:

2. What Faith(s) were you raised in?

3. At what age did you start to question or wonder about religion and/or spirituality? What triggered it?

4. Have you ever tried any other faiths?

5. What do you believe about divinity? (Meaning “of, from, or like a god”) Check all that apply.

We are all equally divine

Only Jesus was divine

Jesus and perhaps other prophets like the Buddha, Muhammad, Confucius, etc., were/might have been
divine

We each contain a divine spark, but it’s different than being divine

We each contain a divine spark

Only God is divine

There is no such thing as divinity

Your ideas:
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6. Thoughts on the nature of God.
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a
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Atheist. I do not believe in any god.
Agnostic. I believe there is/probably is a higher power of some sort, but I have no idea what it is.
Deist. Reason and observation, rather than books, is proof enough of the existence of a Supreme Being
or creator of the Universe.
Gnostic. Personal spiritual knowledge over orthodox teachings. God is not involved with life on Earth.
Theist. I believe in God. (If so, what do you think about 1t?)

O God is male.
God is female.
God has no gender.
God is both male as well as female.
I am comfortable using the male pronoun when referring to God.
I am uncomfortable using the male pronoun when referring to God.
I am comfortable using the female pronoun when referring to God.
I am uncomfortable using the female pronoun when referring to God.
My favorite/preferred “names” of God are: (examples: Creator, Supreme Lord, Great Central
Source, Holy Father/Mother, etc.)
Your ideas:
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7. Thoughts about ideas on the afterlife, reincarnation, and the nature of souls.
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I believe our souls are eternal.
I believe in the traditional view of Heaven.
I believe in a concept like Heaven, but have no idea what the afterlife really is.
I believe we came from a Universal Source and that we return to It.
I believe we have a soul, but I do not believe they are eternal.
I do not believe in any form of afterlife, “dust to dust” is the end of it.
I believe in reincarnation. If so, in what way?
O Ibelieve we come back in lower forms of humanity if we aren’t good in this life
I believe we come back in lower forms of life, including animals, if we aren’t good in this life.
I believe that we can reincarnate as anything
I believe that in between lives we evaluate our previous life as we plan for our next life.
I believe we only reincarnate until we achieve a certain level of enlightenment and then we don’t
have to come back anymore.

I N N

O Ibelieve we reincarnate over and over, forever. And we like it that way.
I do not believe in reincarnation
Your ideas:
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8. Thoughts about the Bible and other world scripture. Check all that apply. I believe:
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The Bible is the unerring word of God, start to finish.

The Bible is a historical document with good moral stories.

The Bible is the only spiritual book people should read.

The Bible should be one of the books people should read.

People should not read the Bible.

People should only read the New Testament.

The Bible cannot be considered factually reliable because of the fallibility of translations, edits made to
suit political agendas, cultural misunderstandings, etc.

The Bible should be accepted for what it is: a useful historical text with both errors as well as some good
practical advice.

Your ideas about the Bible and world scripture:

9. What are your views of old earth religions like paganism, Native American, Celtic, etc.?

a

I identify with the old traditions. (If so, which ones?)
O Native American
Neopagan
Australian Aboriginal
Celtic
Druid
Norse Mythology
Greek/Roman Mythology
O Ancient Egyptians
Paganism makes me uncomfortable. (If so, why? Write answer in the “Your ideas” section below)
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I am happy/curious/interested to hear about what the ancient and/or earth based traditions have to say on
different subjects pertaining to religion, spirituality, earth stewardship, and how to relate with one
another.

I am disinterested in what these traditions have to say.

Your ideas:

10. What do you like about our worship service? What don’t you like? What would you like to see?
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11. What is your definition of Unitarianism?

12. What is your definition of Universalism?

13. Please include any other ideas or thoughts you may have about our church, additional thoughts about
religion, spirituality or how you feel we should further embody our teachings. Or any thought at all!

(OPTIONAL) Your name and contact information:

I would like to be contacted by the [] Minister [] Religious Ed. Dept. [ Office Administrator

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THE SURVEY!
Please submit this survey to a Junior Youth, the Church Office or a member of the RE Staff & Volunteers.
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